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[PLEASE READ, THEN REMOVE THESE NOTES BEFORE SUBMITTING YOUR DOCUMENT 

This document is a template for SLaT action research project reports. The project documentation may follow any format agreed upon by you and your chair. This template gives one acceptable format. You may use the headings provided to guide your writing. Anything in square brackets [ ] is meant to be replaced with your explanation.

The purpose of the action research project is to demonstrate a firm understanding of theory and practice related to a significant amount of coursework, teaching materials, or other suitable resources which are tested and evaluated. Action research project reports are intended to contain: 
(1) the objectives of the study 
(2) a literature review 
(3) the methodology
(4) the findings
(5) the plan of action and,
(6) the conclusion  

You will work on your project throughout the program, but you need to register for 3 credits of SLAT 698R. Every credit hour represents an equivalent of 60 hours of work.

Assessment: Your project will be assessed in two ways: (a) the quality of your proposal and final report; and (b) how well you present your product and report to your committee through the defense process.

A final project report is typically in the range of 40-50 pages (using the format of this template and excluding references, appendices, etc.). However, this will vary based on the project. Use information from your original proposal as needed to complete this report. Note that along with your report you will also include a references section and an appendix that contains items providing additional detail about your project. Your appendix can be as long as needed to communicate your intent, but also should avoid extraneous materials while still being complete. 

The following sections should be considered as a guide to your project report. Each section should provide a detailed summary. These should be supported by artifacts and other items that can be found in your appendix, similar to how you presented the appendix in your proposal.
[bookmark: _lms3svcqza30]Purpose
[In this section summarize the following:

· What is the purpose of your project? 

· What is the significance of your project?

· Discuss factors that initially prompted you to ask your research questions.

· Describe how answering the questions might improve your practice.]
[bookmark: _558wzw97ovfx]Literature Review
[In this section summarize the following:

· Introduce the main theories that allow you to discuss your project.

· Define the terminology and concepts related to the issues you will discuss.

· Present past research that will inform your analysis.

*Break this section up under multiple headings if needed.]
[bookmark: _ulkm0kf3om3y]Methodology
[In this section summarize the following:

The Context
· Describe the chosen setting (classroom, school, district, community, etc.). Include all pertinent information necessary for your analysis.

· How do your research questions relate to the context?

· Describe any details that make the context of your project unique.
The Participants
· Describe all relevant actors in your project.

· Who is the intended audience of your project?

· Why were these participants chosen or why is the selected audience the target?
The Instrumentation
· What did you use to collect data?

· How were the instruments created?

· How were they piloted or used in previous research?

*If needed, link to relevant sections of the appendix so your readers can easily find additional information.
The Data Collection
· What data did you collect?

· How did you collect your data?

· What was the timeline of your data collection?

*If needed, link to relevant sections of the appendix so your readers can easily find additional information.
The Data Analysis
· How did you analyze your data? 

· How was each analysis procedure appropriate?

*Break each section up under multiple headings if needed.]
The findings
· [Describe your results in detail. You can include samples of data to explain your findings. 

· Relate these findings to your research questions.

*If needed, link to relevant sections of the appendix so your readers can easily find additional information.

*Break this section up under multiple headings if needed.]
[bookmark: _58xp7b41ho7d]The plan of action
· [Recommend the actions you will take based on your findings. 

· Establish a timeline and describe the resources, materials, and pertinent actors.

*Break this section up under multiple headings if needed.]
The conclusion
[Briefly summarize your project. Discuss any further study suggested by your findings.]

[bookmark: _ed7z4ylwph52]References
[Cite the sources used in your paper following the APA format.]
Appendices
[bookmark: _dolh20j8ypud][Items in the appendix can be in any format, and likely will not all be text. The appendix items evaluated for the project should be the those agreed upon between you and your chair.]
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